19th FEnruary, 1808.

Read the firft and fecond time, and ordered to be committed to a Com-
mittee of the whole Houfe on Tuefday next.

Regulating the grants qf land, and providing for the dzsposal of the
lands qf the United States, south of the State of Tennessee

1 Bt lt m&tttb, by the Scnate and Houfe of Reprefenta-
| 2 tives of the United S;ates of America,.in Congrefs aflembled,
3 That any perfon or perfons, and the legal reprefentatives of any
4'_ perfon or perfons, who were refident in the Miffiffippi terntory
5 on the twcnty-feventh day of Qé'tober, in the year one thoufand
6 {even hundred nmety-ﬁve, and who had prlor to that day obtained
7 either from the Britith government of Weft Florida, 9#,&9’“ the
8 Spdnifh govérnm;:nt; aﬁ&f V\’rardranti or order of furvey for lands
9 lying within the faid territory,.to Whlch the-Indian title had been

10 extinguifhed, and which on that day altually inhabited and culti-
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vated by fuch perfon or perfons, or fcir his orvtlheir ufe, fhall be
conﬁrrned in their claims to hfuch lands in the fame manner as if
their titles had been completed : Provided however, 'That no fuch
incomplete title ﬂlail ber conﬁrmed, unlefs the perfon in whofe

name fuch warrant or_order of furvey had been granted, was at

the time of its date either the head of a family, or above the age

- of twenty-one years.

Secr. 2. dnd :ie i fi‘trr"t/;er enacted, That to‘ every perfon, or
to the legal reprefentative or reprefentatives of every perfon
who, being either the head of a family, or of twenty-one years
of age, did on that day of the year feventeen hundred and ninety-
{even, when the Mlﬂiﬂ‘lppi tertitory wés finally evacuated by the

Spanifh troops, actually inhabit and cultivate a tra&t of land in

thé ’ﬁnﬂfer\"}to‘l‘y, nbt é}almed by vxrtue of the precedmg fe&ion,

or of any Brm{h grant, or of the artlcles of agreement and cei’ﬁon

between the Otiied Sea1és snd tfle ftats of ﬁeorgla, the Taid trad

“of Tand thag inhabitéd and cuItlvated hall be granted Provided

ha‘wwt'r Tliat not wmore than one traﬂ; fhall be thus granted to

‘any one per{'on, and fhe fame fhall not contain more than fix

'h‘ﬁhdr’e’d and forty acres: ﬁnd pr'ovided al’so,r That this donation

Hhalf ot be made o any perfon who claims any other tra& of

Tand in the faid terrltory by virtie of any Britifh or Spanifh

‘graht, or order of furvey.

Secr. 8. And be it further emacted, That every perfon, and

‘the legal reprefentatives of evefy peffon, who thenbeing the head
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of 2 family, or above the age of twenty-one years, did on the

twenty-fourth day of April, in the year eighteen hundred and two,

inhabit and cultivate a tratt of land in the fxid territory, not

claimed By virtue of the preceding fefions of this ad, or of any

Britith grant, or of the articles of agreement und ceffion above

“'mentioned, thall be entitled to a preference in‘becoming the pur-

chafer from the United States, of fueh tra of land, at the price at

which thie otherlands of the United States in the faid territory,

~are by this’ a& direted to be fold ; and payment may be made

theréfbi' in the fame méﬁnér, aﬁa inder the ‘fame -conditions as
direfted By this a& for fuch other lands: Provided lwwever,
That no intereft fhall be charged upon any of the inftalments
until they refpe&xvely become payable.

SECT 4. And be it further enacted, That for the difpofal of
the lands of the United States within the Miffiffippi territory, two
land oﬁices fhall be eftablithed in the fame, one at Natchez, for
the lands lymg weﬁ of @ Pearl rlvef,” fometlmes called % half
way river ,” and one at fuch place in the county of Wafhmgton,
as fhall be dehgnated by the Preﬁdent of the Umted States, for
the lands lymg eaﬁ of Pearl river ; and for each of the faid oHices,
a reglﬁer and a receiver of pubhc monies fhall be appointed, who
fhall give fecurlty in the fame manner, and in the fame fums, and

whofe duties and auﬁhority fhall in e_l'v"ery refpedt be the fame in

B relation to the lands which fhall be difpbfedudf at their offices, as

are by law provided in relation to the regifters and the receivers
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of public monies in the feveral offices eftablifhed for the difpofal
of the lands of the United States, north of the river Ohio, and
above the mouth of Kentucky river.

Sect.. 5. And be it further enacted, That every perfon claim-

. ing lands by virtue of any Britifh grant, or of the three firft fec-

tions of this adt, or of the articles of agreement and ceffion between

the United States and the ftate of Georgia, fhall before the laft

day of March, in the year one thoufand eight hundred and four,
deliver to the regiﬁerof the land office, within whofe diftri&t the
land may lie, a notice in vvriting, ftating the nature and extent of
his claims, together with a plot of the tra&l or trafls claimed, and
fhall alfo on or before that day, deliver to the .faid‘ regifter, for

the purpofe of being recorded, every grant, order of furvey, deed,

Jles e

.conveyance, or other written evidence of his claim, and the fame

thall be, P‘:COI‘dCd;bY: the. faid regi{ter, in, books to b‘?l,‘ePt for that

_purpofe, on recervrng from the partles at the rate of

cents, for every hundred Words contamed in fuch written evi-
dcnce of thelr clalm and 1f fuch perfon {hall negle& to dehver
fuch notrce ;1n _wrrt‘lng‘,:of hrs claim, together with a plot as afore-
faid, or caufe to be. recorded fuch vvritten evidence of the fame,
all hlS rrght, fo far as the fame is derrved from the above mentlon—
ed articles of agreement, or from the three ﬁrIt feétrons of this
.aé’t fhall become v01d and forever thereafter be barred nor

{hall any grant, order of furvey, deed conveyance, or other writ-

ten evidence, which {hall not be recorded as above drreé‘ted, ever
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after be confidered or admitted as evidence in any ceurt in the
United States, againfl any grant derived from the United States.
Sect. 6. And be it further enacted, That the regifter of the
land office at Natchez, and two other perfons who fhall be ap-
pointed by the Prefident of the United States, fhall for the lands

lying weflt of Pearl river, and the regifter of the land office of

Wathington county, together with two other perfons who fhall be
appointed by the Prefident of the United States, fhall for the lands
lying eaft of Pearl river, ‘refpé&ivel'y be c‘bmmiiﬁoners, for the
purpofe of afcertaining the rights of perfons, claiming the benefit
of the articles of agreement and ceffion between the United States
and the ftate of Georgia, or of the three firft fe@ions of this adt;
and the faid commiffioners ﬂlali, previous to eéntering on the
duties of their appointment, refpe‘é‘tively take and fubfcribe the
following oath or affirmation, before fome perfon qualified to ad-
minifter the fame: «1 R 'c'['b"{:'dlemrillyﬁfwcar (or affirm)
that I will impartially exercife and di{'chargejthe duties impofed

upon me, by an a& of Congrefs, entitled, an at

to the beft of my {kill and j’udgmcnf.” And it fhall be the duty
éf the faid commiffioners to meet at Natchez, and in Wathington
county aforefaid, refpe@ively, on or before the ﬁrﬁvday of Decem-
ber next, and they fhall nb;c ad‘jou'rn‘tvo any- éthéf‘plac‘e, or for a

’ 4
longer time than three days, until the firft day of April, one thou-
C
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;far,ad,ei;gbt hundred and four, and until they fhall have completed

the bufinefs of their appointment. And each board, ora majority

‘of each board, fhall, in their refpe@ive diftrifts, have power

to hear and decide in a fummary manner, all matters refpefting

fuch elaims, alfo to adminifter oaths and examine witneffes, and

{uch other teftimony 4s may be adduced, and to determine thereon

according to juftice and equity ; which determination, fo far as
relates-to any rights derived from the articles of agreement above
mentioned, or from the three firft fe@ions of this a&, fhall be
final. And when it fhall appear to them that the claimant is

entitled to a tra& of land in virtue of a Britith or Spanifh grant

legally and fully executed, they fhall give a certificate thereof,

defcribing the tra&t of land and the grant, and ftating that the
yc'laimanrt‘ is confirmed in histitle thereto by virtue of the articles
of agreement above ﬁentioned ; whi‘ch,certiﬁcate, being recorded
by the regifter of the land office, whofe duty it fhall be to record
the fame in a book to be kept by him for that purpofe, fhall
émount to a relinquiihmcnt forever on the part of the United
States to any claim whatever to fuch tractofland : and when itfhall -
appear to the faid commiffioners that the claimant is entitled to a
tralt of land by virtue of either of the two firlt fe@ions of this a&,

they fhall give a certificate thereof, fating the circumftances of the.

. ,ca.{'e,\and-that the claimant is entitled to receive a patent for fuch

a tradt of Iand by virtue of this a& ; which certificate being duly

entered with the regifter of the land office, on or before the firft
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day of January, eighteen hundred and five, fhall entitle the party
to a patent for the faid tract, which fhall iffue in like manner as is
provided by this act for the other lands of the United States,
without the party paying any thing therefor, except the furveying
expenfes and the fees of office. And when it fhall appear to the
faid commiffioners that the claimant is entitled to a right of pre-
emption by virtue of the third fection of this a&, they fhall give a
certificate thereof, direfted to the regifter of the land office;
which certificate being duly entered with the regifter of the land
office, on or before the firft day of January, eighteen hundred and
five, thall entitle the party to become a purchafer for fuch tra@
of land : Provided, That he fhall at the fame time alfo produce
a receipt from the treafurer of the United Stats, or from the
receiver of public monies for at leaft one fourth part of the pur-
chafe money, and alfo for the payment of the furveying expenfes ;
and the party fhall upon payment in full of the purchafe money,
on which, if any of the three laft payments fhall be made in
advance, he fhall be allowed the fame difcount allowed in fimilar
cafes by this a&, be entitled to receive a patent, which fhall iffuein
like manner, and on payment of the fame fees as are provided by
this a& for the other lands of the United States : but if fuch per-
fon thall negle& to enter his certificate, or to make {uch payment
on or before the firft day. of January, eighteen hundred and five,
his right of pre-emption fhall ceafe and become void: Provided

also, and it is further enacted, That whenever a tra&t of land to
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‘which any perfon might be entitled by virtue of the threc firft

fe@ions of this a&, fhall alfo be claimed by the holder of a Britifh
patent, legally and fully executed, and duly recorded in confor-
mity to the provifions of this aét, who is not confirmed in his
claim by the articles of agreement above mentioned, the commif-
fioners fhall in the certificate granted to the perfon claiming the
land by virtue of this a&, ftate the exiftence of the adverfe claims,
which certificate being entered with the regifter of the land office,
-,{hall‘ amount to a relinquifhment forever on the part of the United
States to any claim whatever to fuch trat of land, but fhall not
entitle the party to a patent unlefs he fhall have obtained in his
favor a judicial decifion.in a court having jurifdiction therein.

Sect. 7. And be it further enacted, That the commiflioners

. aforefaid, fhall, on or before the firft day of December, one

thoufand eight hundred and four, make to the fecretary of the

_treafury a full report of all the Britifh grants legally and fully
_executed, which have been duly recorded in conformity to the
. _provifions of this a&t, the title of which is not confirmed to the

__holders thereof, by the articles. of agreement above mentioned,

ftating the prefent fituation of the lands, the date of fuch grants;

 the conditions annexed thereto, and how far the fame have been

fulfilled, together with fuch other remarks thereop as they may

‘think proper ; which report fhall be laid before Congrefs at their

_next feflion, and the lands contained in fuch grants fhall not be

otherwife difpofed of, until the end of one year after that time.



(9 )
Secti 8! And be it- further-enacted; Thatfo much of the five
millions "of - acres referved! for: that: purpofe- byvthe: articles of

agreement abeve mentioned, as may: be neceffarysto fatisff the

- claims ‘not -confitreed 'by- that. agreement, which-are embraced by

the two firflt {eftions-of this- a€ly; or which may be derived, from
Britifh grants for lands which' have not' beem:regranted by the
Spahifh governnient; be,:and the fame ishereby appropriated for
that purpofe..

SEcr. 9. And be it further enacted; That a- furveyor of the
lands of the ' WUnited States, fouth:of the ftate of Tennefles,. thall
be appointed, whofe duty' it {hall:beto engage:a: fufficient number
of fkilful furveyors as his deputies, and’ to' caufe: the lands:abowe
mentioned} to which the titles of the Indian tribes have been ax=
tinguithedy to be furveyed: and: divided: in the. manner hereafter
dire&ed; and to do and perform all fuch other af¥s.in relation to
the faid lands, as the furvoym: genéyal i aathetized and directed
to do im relation fo the lands lying north weft of the river Ohia,
and above the mouth of the river Kentucky.

Sect. 10. And be it further enacted, That the lands for which
cevtificates of any difeription whatever, fhall have been granted
by the commiflioners in purfaarice of the provifions of this aél,
fhall as foori 45 may be, be furveyed under the direétion of the
furveyor of the lands of the United Statés, above mentioned, in
conformity to the true tenor and intent of {uch certificates, and

the faid furveyor fhall alfo caufe alt the other lands of the United
C 2
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States, in the Miffiffippi territory, to which the Indian title has

‘been extinguifhed, to be furveyed as far as practicable, into town-

fhips, and fubdivided into half feétions, in the manner provided

for the furveying of the lands of the United States {ituate north

‘weft of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky

river, and fhall tran{mit to the regifters of the land offices ref-
pectively, general and particular plots of all the lands furveyed
as aforefaid, and fhall alfo forward copies of the faid plots to
the fecretary of the treafury; and he fhall alfo, with the ap-
probation of the faid fecretary, fix the compenfation of the de-

puty furveyors, chain carriers, and axe men: Provided, that the

‘'whole "expenfe of furveying and marking the lines fhall not ex-

ceed four dollars for every mile that thall be aftually run, furvey-

‘ed and marked: And: provided, that the .expenfe of {urveying

thofe trafls of 1and, to which the title of the claimants is con-
firmed by the articles of agreement, or by the two firft {fections
of this a&, and thofe trafts claimed under Britifh grants, a return
of which is to be made to Congrefs, fhall not be advanced by
the United States,. but fhall be paid to the deputy.{furveyor by
the parties claiming the fame ; and that in relation to all the lands

fold by the United States, the purchafer thall make the fame pay-

“ment for furveying expenfes, which is dire&ted by law to be made

for lands fold north of the river Ohio.

Sect. 11. dnd be it further enacted, Thatall the lands afore-

- faid, not otherwife difpofed of or excepted by virtue of the pre-
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ceding fections of this ad&, thall, with the exception of the fe@ion

- number f{ixteen, which fhall be referved in each townfhip for the

fupport of fchools within the fame, be offered for fale to the -
higheft bidder, under the direfion of the governor of the Miffif-
fippi territory, of the {urveyor of the lands of the United States,
above mentioned, and of the regifter of the land office at the
places refpettively, where the land offices are kept, and on fuch
day or days as fhall, by a public proclamation of the Prefident of
the Upited States, be difignated for that purpofe. The fales fhall

remain open at each place for three weeks and no longer ; and all

lands, other than the fetion number fixteen, remaining unfold at

the clofing of the public fales, may be difpofed of at private fale
'by the regiﬁers of the refpeftive laﬁd offices in the fame manner,
under the fame regulatioﬁs, for the fame price,and on the fame
terms and conditions as is provided by law, for the fale of the
lands of jche;;U_:gijt_edjStates? nprth Qf the ,riygg Ohio, by an adt,
intituled, ¢“ An A& to amend the a& intituled, an A& proyiding
for the fale of the lands, of the United Statves, in the territory
norvt»h wellt of the Ol;ié, ;;ﬁd abov‘e the mouth of Kentucky fiver :
Pr‘o‘vz'ded always, That the lands which may be fold at public
fale by virtue of this aft, fhall not be fold for lefs than ‘tw,(.) dol-
lars per acre, and fhall in every other refpeé’ti be fold on the fame
terms and conditions as was provided for the lands fold at
public  fale, by the laft recited aft. And patents fhall be

obtained for all lands granted or fold in the Miffiffippi ter-
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ritoFy it the’ fané’ mfiniter’ and’ on” pair‘r'ﬁ%h’f‘offtﬁé“fakﬁ%" fees as
is provided for larids fold ‘notthofithe ‘river Ohio, by the  fiid latt
recited a& ;' Prlfo?i:'i‘clbfl Kowebver, that until the payment ‘to the ftate
of Géorgla, as contratled for' it thé above mentioned articles of
dgreeient” ahd’ ceflion,” fhall have been completed, evidences of
the' public‘debt of the United States'fhall nét be réceived in pay-
rient for the purchafe of the faid lands!

Sgct. 12, And'bé it firther enacted, That 'the regifters of the
land offices, and the receivers’ of public monies, appointed in
pﬁrfudnée: of this at, fhall receive the' fame fees and compénfa-
fiver Ohio. The furvéyor of the linds of the Uriited States,
dppoinfed in puifuancé of this &, {4l receive ari’ annual corm-
petifitio B 6f fifteerd Hunded dollirs; dntf Mall'be allowed not
I¥ceeding two dlérksy Whtd Whiolé Eompe Ctition Ry ot exceed
oné thotiland dollars per annum. The commiffioniers appointed
to afcértain the rights of perfons claiming the benefit of the arti-
élés of agreéiient above mentioned, and of this atY, fhall receive
éack 4 compentation of for the wholé
of their féf{riééé, {he tegiflers of the land officés excepted, who
fiiall réceive only five hundred dollars each, for their fervices as
comﬁnffioncrs ; and the fupermtendants of tHe public files fhall

receive fix dollars cait:li, for eath da}"r"s attendance oii the faid falés.

.....

tilé United Statés fhall have i pawéf’ to appoint afid conimiffion
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the {urveyor, regifters of the land offices, and receivers of public
monies above mentioned, in the recefs of Congrefs; and their
commiffions fhall continue in force until the end of the feffion
of Congrefs next enfuing fuch appointment.

Sect. 14. And be it further enacted, That a fum not exceeding
twenty thoufand dollars, be, and the {fame is hereby appropriated
for the purpofe of carrying this adt into effe€t; which fum fhall
be paid out of any unappropriated monies in the treafury.

Sect. 15. And be it Jurther enacted, That the nett proceeds of
the lands which may be fold by virtue of this aét, after dedudling
the furveying expenfes and other expenfes incident to the fale
thereof, fhall, and the fame are hereby appropriated in the firft
place, towards paying to the ftate of Georgia a fum of one million
two hundred and fifty thoufand dollars, in purfuance of the arti-
cles of agreement and ceffion entered into between the United
States and that ftate ; and the fecretary of the treafury is hereby

~authorized and dire&ed to pay accordingly, ‘and from time to
time, as the fame fhall be received in the treafury of the United
States, fo much of the faid nett proceeds as will amount to the
faid fum of one million two hundred and fifty thoufand dollars.

Sect. 16. And be it further enacted, That all navigable rivers

within the territory of the United States, fouth of the ftate of

Tenneflee, {hall be deemed to be and remain public highways.
D

—e e
BPUANE & 3ON, PRINTERS.



